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ptllow-top mattress, a whlte duuet and goose down plllows,

The beddingbattle
starts with the sheets
Luxurious linens are the
weapon of choice for
hotels looking to attract
guests, keep them happy.
By Suser gpANo
nm6 Stdlf Wrlter

-f T'S Frctte at the Rltz Parls
I and the London Savoy,
I Pratest at the St. Regls ln
I San Franclseo, Flll D'oro at

I-the Plaza Ath6n6e ln New
York and Anlchlnl at the Slgna-
ture at MGM Grand in Las Vegas.

We're not talklng deslgner
cocktalls. We're talklng sheets -
an lncreasingly lmportant amen-
tty at hotels.

Even workaday Hollday Inn
Express recently spent $53 mlllton
upgrading llnens, addtng duvets
and 2O0-thread-count sheets on
beds ln the chatns 1400 North
Amerlcan hotels.

"Sheets are crltlcal," says Chaz
Stevens, an L.A.-based destgn
consultant who created the bed
and bath llnen for the Angeli:ro, a
newboutlque hotel ln Brentwood.

Experts llke Stevens credlt the
popularlty of hotel llnen to the
Heavenly Bed, whlch made lts ap-
pearance ln rooms at Westin ho-
tels and resorts in 1999. Guests
slept so sweetly on the beds that
the chaln began offedng the com-
ponents - comforters, blankets,
sheets and even mattresses * ln
hotelboutiques.

After that, other hlgh-end hotel
chalns, includtng Hllton and Mar-
rtott, Jotned the bedding battle.

Staytng ln a hotel these days ls
a llfestyle exper:lence, and llnen ls a
part of lt, says Chlp Conley, who
about 20 years ago started Jole de
Vlwe Hospltallty, a 30-member,
Callfornta-based bouttque hotel
chaln.

Hotel guests test products they
mlght ltke to have at home or luxu-
date ln the sort of sheets they
could never afford,

What goes lnto a dreamysheet?
Egyptian cotton, Italian weavlng
and htgh thread count, a feature
former[y known only to connols-
seurs, deslgnatlng the number of
threads ln a square lnch offabdc.

But Stevens says that thread
count alone ls an unrellable tndl
cator of llnen quallf: "You can get
a whole set of 1.000-thread-count
sheets at a linen dlscount store for
$99, but theywlllbe hort1d."

Equally lmportant are wherr
the cotton ls grown and how the
sheets are woven. Experts agree
that Egypt ls the premler source of
cotton for llnens and that Italian
weavers llke Quagllottl make the
world's best sheets.

And then there's the ftnlsh.
Mary Ella Gabler, prcsldent of
Peacock Alley tn Dallas, a llnen
company that supplles sheets to
the InterContlnental Hotels
Group, says the publlc is evenly di-
vlded tn lts taste for soft sateen
and crisp percale flnlshes,

But, apparently, all good sheets
need to be mercerized, a process
that plumps up the flbers,

"It's llke collagen for the llps,"
Stevens says.
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