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CHAZ STEVENS’S TEN THINGS
TO KNOW BEFORE DESIGNING YOUR BED |

1. Start early.
Don't walt! Every bedroom has a bed, so when you're planning the space, do the

linens as well: At the end of @ two-year desipn process, peaple are tired of writing
checks, The bedding then beeomes an afterthought, Tt deesn’t ger done properly,
and correcting it can end U Costing even more,

2. Thread count is a myth

Thisis 3 huge, confusing mystery to people, Amerlcans have come to equate thread count
with quality, but the reality {5 that it's not at all important. The finish and the yarn are
what mauer. A thousand-thread-count sheet can fieel like sandpaper because of the way it
was woven and finished. 8o dan’t choose by thread count. Cheose by whiat you like

3. Understand the language of bedding.

It's important to make sure everyone is on the same page o that you don't think
you're ordering one thing but in acuality getting another. How big is 2 California
king versus an eastern king? One person’s coverlet {s another person’s duvet, <o be

sure o do your reseirch,

4. Know how things fit.

Take ita account the drops and the reladonship of the headboard 1o the pillows as
well as the seale of the bedframe and the linens. A pillow-top marress can gobhle ‘
up the headboard (Fit's not measured properly.

5. Down isn't pretty.

With down, s important to know what you'ne getting, because it's a horrible, smelly
product, If the down shews up ta the store éven a litle dirty or iF it hasn't been washed
praperly before gaing into that pillow, then the dust mites have already been hresding
in it for some time, Our down 1s thoroughly cleaned, Ask questions about the down
so that you know what you're putting your head onto eight hours a night

6, Don't shop by price.

When it comes to bedding and even the matress, higher prices don’t make things |
nicer. But you also shouldn'y skimp. Your bed should be the one place o the house
where you always buy what you like and what fieels good to you, no maner the price,

7. Do vour research.
The information and the technology are all there. You can't always count on people
In Stares (o give you the information you need. |

8. Know how Lo care for your bedding, |
Dan't use traditional soaps and detergents on your bedding, or v won't last. Deterpent

Is a heavy cleaning agent. [ always suggest spending a litle more on nencommercial
detergents, which are avatlable at places like Williams-Sonoma or ar linen shops.

8. Be aware that retailers often discontinue products,

Upscale linen shops sometimes operate as design houses, so they tend 1o stop
producing thelr collections, If you decide in another six months that you need an
extra set of sheets, love the duvet and want more towels, chances are they'll be gone
Find aut if the lnens will be available later on.

"I take pride in our diverse selection,” says Stevens. top;

A stack of itallan cashmere throws and crocheted woal
Again, go by the feel and what you like, For example, the best cashmere is very thin. blankets are above an array of shams. center: A king-size
A thack cashmere blanker shouldn't cost you more: I carry many different grades of bed is swathoed in sateen bedcoverings. bottom: A group
of towiels and Euro shams is embellished with embroidery.

10. Thicker doesn't always mean better,

cashmere ar different prices. Wee even doa lovely cashmiere-and-silk Wend for shams, «
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“Toreally do
the bed and
pbath right
requires an
enormous
amount of
time,” says
Chaz Stevens.
“So what we
have done

Is take the
mystery

out of every
element.”

"It's so pasy lor people to get overwhelmed when
dasigning the bed,” says Stevens (above), "But we
strlp away all the complexities.” top right: Delicate
embroldaries from italy are ane of Stevens’s
specialties. right: In some cases, Stavens replicates his
clients' ideas by working from their technical drawings
and fabric swatches, below: Selections of rare and
complex lace, produced in Switzerlond, undergo seven
processes before the sheets are hand-finished,

a designer like David Kleinherg in New York, who simply sent us a picture
of the bed frame, the upholstery material and some other swatches for each
room, and asked me to design the bed. It can be that easy.

What do you see happening in the bed-and-bath market?

The industry has changed dramatically in the past four years. Barhs have
become these institutions. People really want their bath to be a spa. And they
want thelr bedroom to be more of a sanctuary, The trend is loward more
luxurious goods, We see people understanding that the bedraom Is a special
place that they're going 1w spend a lot of time in. As a result, bedrooms are
bigger now—they have living areas and sitting rooms. They're not justa place
to sleep anymaore, The bed should be a personalized experience. And once you
get into this level of quality, there's really no turning back.
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LUXURIES

MAKING THE B

Bedding and bath maven
Chaz Stevens shares his
expertise on navigating the
world of luxury linens

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOHN ELLIS

WHETHER HE'S CALLED A CASHMERE

guri, an emhbroldery genius or a lifesaver, clients

coast-to-coast look to Chaz Stevens for l.:'.'d_']'g.'lhmg
bed and bath. His showroom is filled with samples
of quilts, jacquards, mattelassés, patterns, colors
and every kind of sham, throw pillow, towel and
bath mat you can imagine. Contributing writer
Nina Baker recently sat down with Stevens while
he spilled his trade secreis,

Haw did Chaz Stevens Design bagin?
One day | was looking for bedding in Los
Angeles, and T realized that everything was
either terribly expensive and fancy-looking
or poor quality in very few colors. I had just
finished a degree in clothing design, so [ began
combining what I knew of the fabric marker
and the void thar I saw, and came up with the
company I have today,

How does your company work?

We're an ald-fashioned by -appoinunent to-the-trade service,
We work only with designers. We take them through a
hands-on process of designing the bed and bath, from sheets
and duvets to towels, robes, bath mats and even slippers. We
do a lot of custom work, but we stock designs as well, so
the options are endless. To really do the bed and bath right
requires an enormous amount of tdme, So what we have
done is take the mystery out of every element.

What are some of your recent projects?

I worked with Luis Ortega on a house in Aspen. He sent
me a very technical drawing of the sheet, the way he
wanted it turned back, where he wanred the seam and
where everything had to be laid out, Then he drew circles
representing different-sized snowflakes thar he wanted

embroidered onto the shams. 8o T sat down with him,
and we went online and found CORLLmMpOrary snowflake
drawings that 1 then medified, pulling eur some of the detail
o make them even more modern. But then we'll work with

At Chaz Stevens Design: Bed and Bath in Los Angelos, beds are
dressed with custom creations. top: A white sateen design, adorned
by wide black banding, s avallable in ten calars, loft: A fitted
jacquard sheet is palred with an Italian cotton-knit blanket,
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